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only mechanically touch them; we must serve them. We must
eat after we have found food for them, that is, found the means
of procuring their livelihood, if they are starving. We must drink
after we have given them to drink, if they are thirsty. If one is
suffering from fever or bitten by a snake, I would kiss that wound
just as I would if my son were bitten by a snake. No interdining,
no interdrinking, no intermarriage. That is, it is not prohibited,
but that is not insisted upon.
Questioned as to whether one can volunteer oneself and go straight to jail
with foreign clothes on, Mahatmaji said :
It is not only mischievous but injurious to the cause. All those
who come must wear khadi. It is a privilege to go to jail. He
does not oblige us by going to jail He obliges himself.
A delegate remarked that in that case there would not be enough volunteers
as pure hand-spun and hand-woven could not be had in Bengal in sufficient
quantity.
MAHATMAJI: If, then, there are not enough volunteers in
Bengal, I should think she should be swept into the Bay of Bengal
and make room for better men and women.
A delegate from Midnapur having questioned as to who would take up
the work of the teachers of the national schools in case they went to jail,
Mahatmaji said that Midnapur ladies who were expert spinners might take up
their work,
QUESTION : When the public are assaulted, what is the duty of the
volunteers?
MAHATMAJI: They should go and intervene to prevent that
and receive the blows themselves.
A BARABAZAR DELEGATE : What would they do with the merchants who
signed and gave an undertaking not to order foreign cloth up to February
and March?
MAHATMAJI;   We have to ask them to sign again.
Mahatmaji, after having spent two hours with the delegates, retired,
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